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Spring Volunteer Week of Good and Global Youth Service Day in 

Russia, 2002

“Spring Week of Good” (all-Russian volunteer week) from the 20th till the 28th of April and “Global Youth Service Day” (26 – 28 April), which will take place 2002 more than 150 countries will going in Russia. 27 April will going the First Russian Youth Service Day as part of the Global Youth Service Day. 

They are will take place in many parts and regions of Russia: in villages, settlements, schools and universities – everywhere, where there are organizers and initiators off all possible good deeds. 

Youth volunteer actions and events is held included follow sites and regions ( information on 19 April): Moscow, Moscow region, Primorsky kray, Nakhodka, Partizansk, Vladivostok, Petropavlovsk Kamchatskiy; Khabarovskiy kray – Komsomolsk na Amyr; Tatarstan – Nabereshny Chelny; 12 Siberian regions included Novosibirsk, Tomsk, Irkutsk,    Tumenskaia, Kemerovskaia space, Buriatia (Ylan Yde), Altay and others;  Voronesh, Nishniy Novgorod, Rostov na Dony, Permskaia space, Sverdlovskaia space ( Serov city), Adigea ( Maikop), Samarskaia , Saratovskaia Space, Stavropolsky kray and others regions and cities. ( total more than 30 cities and regions)  

“Spring Week of Good” and “Global Youth Service Day” are held in Russia in the framework of one general program. They are aimed at: stimulating of civil creative potential, supporting of youth volunteer service and initiatives, providing healthy way of living, drawing attention of society at the important role of volunteering, charity, activities of non-commercial organizations, strengthening trust and partnership between society and government. The overall motto of the action in 2002 is “We make our future together”. 

Very Important that this Volunteer Actions 2002 is going first time after Civil Forum which was in November 2001 in Moscow and also that it is first time this actions supported on federal level:  State Parliament Committee on Public Unions and Religious Organizations, Ministry of Labor and Social Development of the Russian Federation, Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation 

In this connections very important one from objectives of actions is building model of mechanism of social partnership between institutions of civil society (NGOs) and State  on local, regions and  federal level for common efforts for serving social problem and social development in country.

“Spring Week of Goodwill”, as an all-Russian week of volunteers, has been held in Russia since 1998 by non-commercial organizations with an each-year-increasing support from the side of government. The action consists of a great number of social, ecological, cultural and charity activities and projects, including celebration of annual international holidays such as “World Day of the Earth” (22 April) and “ Global Youth Service Day”.

“Global Youth Service Day”, 26-28 April. This global youth holiday is initiated by the leading international organizations (Youth Service of America, Global Youth ACTION Network,  UN Volunteers Program, International Association Volunteer Effort, World Bank and etc.) and is being held every year since 2000 to recognize the contribution of youth to solving problems of society by youth voluntary service.  Motto is “Youth  change the World” In 2002 more than 150 countries are going to take part in GYSD. 

The  GYSD 2002 in Russia specially focused on taking measures, which combine involvement of schoolchildren and students in the life of local communities with conducting lessons on assessment and reflection of the experience gained during volunteer activities. This will allow creating conditions to get new knowledge in the process of service and to put into practice theoretical knowledge. Conducting “Spring Week of Good” and GYSD in schools and universities will enable teachers-innovators and public organizations to join their efforts in fulfilling and testing the innovation method “Service learning”.

In 2000 and 2001 these actions, being held in the framework of World Year  of Volunteers promoted by the United Nations, with active participation of tens of thousands of young people, hundreds of children and youth and supporting them organizations from more than 50 regions were of a great success in Russia. According to the modest calculations, donations of  youth volunteers of Russia in the GYSD  and  Week of Good made up more than $200 000. The UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan acquainted himself with the results of the action and activities of volunteers and non-commercial organizations during his visit to Russia in May 2001.

Russian NCC 2002 included:  NGOs. All-Russian Public Organization Children and Youth Social Initiatives (CAYSI), New Perspective Foundation, Union of Charity Organizations of Russia (UCOR)? Volunteer Service Organization abroad, VSO (Russian program), Charity Organization ‘Open Heart’, Club of Corporate Philanthropists, Center of Philanthropy Development, IAVE Russian Volunteer Center (Moscow Charity House ) - National Coordinator of SWG and GYSD  in Russia. State Level State Parliament of Russian Federation Committee on Public Unions and Religious Organizations, Ministry of Labor and Social Development of the Russian Federation, Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation. Commercial Organizations Company “Power Computer Technology”, Project Constructing Association “Moszarubezhstroj”, “Andrey Gorodisskiy & Partners” Law firm , Mass Media, Russian Informational Agency  “News”, Humanitarian Programs Center of the Russian Informational Agency  “News”, Charity Bulletin, International Organizations United Nations Development Program in Russia, IAVE Russia Representative 

National Coordination Committee welcomes all organizations ready to participate, assist or sponsored  by conducting “Spring Week of Goodwill” and “Global Youth Service Day” in Russia. Contacts with us:  Galina Bodrenkova National Co - coordinator gb@ost.net.ru Phone: (095)292 9127 fax (095) 2911473, (095) 292 53-12   Sergey Teterskiy (president of CAYSI) tetersky@mtu-net.ru  Mikhail Pianikh mnp@aha.ru  (website supporting)  

web: http://www.volunteer.ru 

International Coordination Committee of Global Youth Service Day 2002   contacts  info@gysd.net  Web: www.gysd.net 
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